
My c ity* :  L imoges 

giLLian Harvey teLLs us How an encHanting 
HistoricaL city in france took Her Heart
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*Share the simple things in your city. Leave a comment at www.thesimplethings.com or email thesimplethings@futurenet.com.



1  After you’ve visited 
the cathedral, take a 
walk over the nearby 
bridge to see it from 
a different angle.  
 2  Admire the beautiful 
tiles at the Pavillion du 
Verdurier, a popular 
tourist attraction. 
3  The pretty Botanical 

Garden of the Bishopric 
is the perfect spot for 
an afternoon stroll. 
4  There are quaint, 

quirky shops aplenty – 
such as this one on the 
Rue de la Boucherie. 
5  Stop by the local 

bakery for the day’s 
fresh bread and cakes.

Most of us live in cities. Even if a tiny part of us yearns 
for the country, it’s hard to deny the excitement of 
town. We ask one person – clearly in love with their 
city – to tell us what makes it so special. Through their 
eyes, we can take a fresh look at where we live too. 

How long have you lived in the city? 

I moved to France in 2009,  initially to a quiet hamlet. 
After a year or two, the remoteness became a little 
oppressive, and I moved to a small town, nearer to 
Limoges. My current location, between the famous Lake 
Vassivière and the beautiful city of Limoges, provides 
the ideal mixture of urban and rural living.

if you’re not a native, what brought you there?

Before moving to France, I lived in Bedfordshire and 
worked as a secondary school teacher. However, a 
stressful lifestyle,  crippling mortgage and our desire 
to spend quality time with our planned children led to 
my husband, Ray, and I hopping the channel for a 
simpler life.

Which season makes your city feel most alive? 

For me, it’s spring when both nature and the city come 
back to life and there’s a feeling of excitement in the air.  

What time of day do you most enjoy and why?

I love the hours between 12pm and 2pm because 
everything stops. Many shops close  and cafés and »

restaurants fill up. There’s a relaxed feel as the precious 
lunchtime hours are spent idling over good food – and 
possibly a cheeky glass of red.

Where’s your favourite outdoor space?

Limoges has several beautiful parks. My particular 
favourite green space is the Botanical Garden near the 
Cathedral. The gardens are well laid out and change 
throughout the year; there’s also a beautiful fountain in 
the gardens of the neighbouring museum with exquisite 
views and – handily for my young family – an excellent 
playground nearby for the children to burn off steam.

Where do you like to escape to? 

There’s no better place than Lac de Vassivière – one of 
France’s largest man-made lakes, about 60km north of 
the city. With quiet beaches, watersports, woodland 
walks, art and sculpture, it’s a welcome retreat.

What’s been your best discovery about your city?

For me, the tiny Chapel Saint-Aurélien in the butchers’ 
quarter is both unique and calming. I love lighting a 

Gillian Harvey  
Gillian is a blogger and freelance 
writer living in Limousin, France.  

When she’s not scribbling, she enjoys 
spending time with her family and 

exploring the great outdoors.
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candle in this building, whose very walls seemed to have 
absorbed the peace from years of contemplation. 

What do you miss most if you’ve been away?

I can’t help but miss my weekly dose of “proper 
chocolate” from L’Atelier du Chocolate in Rue Ferrerie. 
Selling hand-made chocolates, truffles, traditional 
blocks and even chocolate “bouquets,” this shop is like 
an old friend (although not friendly to the waistline).

What’s your favourite way to get about the city?

Trams – or, more often, my own two legs. Many of my 
best finds have been down cobbled backstreets and in 
pedestrian-only areas. Limoges is a small city and the 
main areas can comfortably be explored on foot.

What would surprise a newcomer to your city?

The fact that the city more or less shuts down on a 
Sunday – and many shops are closed on Mondays too. 
I used to find this infuriating. However, there’s 
something wonderful about idling through the city on 
Sunday. It’s like creeping into Limoges’ boudoir and 
watching her sleep; she’s beautiful.

Where are your favourite places to gather with 

friends and family?

On a warm day the many cafés that spill chairs and tables 
onto the square make the perfect place for catching up 
with friends. For hungry little ones, Mamie Bigoude 
crêperie is always a favourite with its sweet and savoury 
crepes and whimsical décor – as one customer described 
it, “like Alice in Wonderland”.

What’s the best time of day to eat out in your city 

and where do you go?  

The best time to eat out in Limoges – and in much of 
France – is at midday. At this time, the majority of 
restaurants serve a plat du jour – usually, either a single 
dish or a set three-course menu is available. Although at 
lunchtime the range of different dishes on offer can be 
more limited, lunch tends to be cheaper and livelier as 
workers and tourists flock to the many different eateries.

tell us a bit about the people who live in your city?

Limoges has an eclectic mix of people, which adds to its 
charm. Artists in particular seem to abound, perhaps 
drawn by the historical porcelain industry, or the 
beautiful views waiting to be painted. In general, people 
are friendly and welcoming – and never in a hurry.  

Where do you go to exercise?

In England, where the pace was faster, I used to run. 
However, living in Limousin has taught me to walk for 

“On a WArm day the many cafés that spill 
chairs and tables onto the squAre make the 
perfect place for catching up with friends”
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1  Look up in the old 
city and you’ll see that 
many of the houses 
are half-timbered.
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exercise. With many parks and fresh, open spaces, it’s 
the ideal place to stretch your legs and take in the views. 

tell us about the city’s famous pottery. 

Limoges is, of course, best-known for the manufacture 
of fine porcelain, which began in the 18th century after 
a chemist’s wife discovered Kaolin – the essential 
ingredient of porcelain – in the nearby town of St 
Yrieixin. The Adrien Dubouché National Porcelain 
Museum has an extensive and beautiful collection of 
over 15,000 ceramic pieces, dating back from the 1700s. 
If you want to take some home with you, the factory shop 
at the oldest existing porcelain factory, Royal Limoges, 
has some fine examples of modern Limoges porcelain – 
from ornamental pieces to dinner services.

What types of shop do you most like to visit?

Limoges is great for shops, particularly clothing and 
jewellery. Initially, I avoided the boutiques in the 
historical quarter assuming they’d be expensive. 
However, I later found that these little havens of colour 
have a great range of reasonably priced pieces. 

Where would you recommend visitors stay? 

There are many small B&Bs and larger hotels in the city. 
However, for those who don’t mind a short train ride into 
Limoges, the town of Eymoutiers has several lovely 
chambres d’hôtes: notably Les Cerisiers and Coursellas.

Where would you like to live if you couldn’t live here?

I’d probably move somewhere coastal, maybe in the UK. 
A favourite of mine is Poole (Dorset) – beautiful and 
vibrant and home to several of my extended family. 

FAVOURITE SHOPS 
L’Atelier du Chocolat
9 Rue Ferrerie
a chocolate for every taste, occasion and 
appetite, from lollies and teddy bears to 
decadently rich truffles.
www.atelierduchocolat.fr

FAVOURITE GALLERIES
Emaux Galerie du Dieu d’Amour 
24 Rue de la Boucherie 
Beautiful enamel artwork and jewellery – 
something a little different.

Musée des Beaux Arts
1 Place de l’Evêché
for fans of more traditional art – with enamels, 
renaissance art, and paintings from renoir and 
valadon, the gallery is well worth a visit.
www.museebal.fr/en/node/781

FAVOURITE CAFé
Cap’tain
Place de la Motte
cap’tain serves a great cappuccino and a 
pleasing range of reasonably priced meals.

FAVOURITE HOTEL
Les Ceresiers
14 rue Pierre et Marie curie, Eymoutiers
friendly, welcoming rooms in a nicely renovated 
traditional property. 
www.lescerisiers87.com

FAVOURITE MARKET
Puces de la Cité 
a flea market that takes place on the second 
sunday of every month and is well worth a visit.

PLACE TO BUY A SOUVENIR
Royal Limoges
54 Rue Victor Duruy
for traditional porcelain gifts try royal 
Limoges at magasin d’usine. 
www.royal-limoges.fr

PLACE FOR FAMILIES
The Limoges Aquarium 
2 Boulevard Gambetta
fun for all ages – beautiful, interesting and 
not too far from the shops.
www.aquariumdulimousin.com/en

THING YOU HAVE TO SEE
the historical quarter
Here you’ll find everything from the museum 
of Butchery to the tranquil La chapelle 
saint-aurélien, a 15th-century chapel.

GILLIAN’S 
PRIVATE TOUR

GiLLiAn HARVey is a 

blogger and freelance writer. 

Her blog, 4 Tiny Tearaways, is 

about her experiences of 

being a mum to four children 

under four. www.4 

tinytearaways.blogspot.com

1  Catch up with 
friends at one of the 
many restaurants 
with outdoor tables.
 2  A plate is painted 
with gold at the 
La Fabrique white 
porcelain factory.
3  Pieces of Limoges’ 

famous porcelain 
baking at the La 
Fabrique factory. 
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